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Preface from the 
Conference Chair:

Assoc. Prof. Sivakumar Alagumalai, School of Education of
University of Adelaide

Welcome to the 3rd International Conference on Theory and Practice (ICTP-2017), 
organised by the Asia Pacific Institute of Advanced Research (APIAR). APIAR’s aim 

in ‘Nurturing knowledge without boundaries’ highlights the need to rethink beyond 
disciplinary boundaries in research and practice. 

Research is a conduit for theory development, and to examine its utility. However, gaps 
continue to exist between accepted knowledge and real-world of practice. Publications 
in discipline-specific journals and conference proceedings have not accelerated the cross-
fertilisation of ideas and praxis. Thus, an immediate and important challenge is the way 
outcomes are optimised through sharing and integrating theory-driven evidence-based 
practice. This conference in Adelaide provides the platform for understanding better the 
intersections of research, both pure and applied, and practice.

ICTP-2017 offers opportunities for interaction and collaboration between researchers, 
practitioners, professional associations and the broader community to engage with and 
contribute to the research – theory – practice nexus. Participants are encouraged to 
network and add further value to transdisciplinary research and praxis.

Your engagement and contributions at this conference are valued. We look forward to 
understanding and addressing emerging challenges in various research endeavours and to 
learn about successful implementation of the nexus highlighted above.
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